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BEFORE NATIONAL GREEN TRIBUNAL
PRINCIPAL BENCH, NEW DELHI
ORIGINAL APPLICATION NO. 84/2026

SUYASH KUMAR MISHRA ...APPLICANT
VERSUS
UNION OF INDIA & ORS. ...RESPONDENT(S)
INDEX
S. PARTICULARS PAGE
NO. NO.

RESPONSE ON BEHALF OF RESPONDENT NO. 25 IN

COMPLIANCE WITH ORDER DATED 04.02.2026 BY THE

HON’BLE TRIBUNAL

A COPY OF THE LETTER DATED 11.02.2026 IS

ANNEXED HEREWITH AND MARKED AS ANNEXURE-1

A COPY OF THE LETTER DATED 17.04.2026 IS

ANNEXED HEREWITH AND MARKED AS ANNEXURE-2

A COPY OF THE FIRE RISK ZONATION MAP OF

BAGHPAT FOREST DIVISION IS ANNEXED HEREWITH

AND MARKED AS ANNEXURE-3
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5. A COPY OF THE UTTAR PRADESH FOREST FIRE

ACTION PLAN IS ANNEXED HEREWITH AND MARKED

AS ANNEXURE-4

6. A COPY OF THE LETTER DATED 18.02.2021 IS

ANNEXED HEREWITH AND MARKED AS ANNEXURE-5

7. A COPY OF THE STATEMENT CONTAINING DETAILS

OF FOREST FIRE INCIDENTS AND AFFECTED AREAS IS

ANNEXED HEREWITH AND MARKED AS ANNEXURE-6

8. A COPY OF THE FINANCIAL PROGRESS/EXPENDITURE

REPORT IS ANNEXED HEREWITH AND MARKED AS

ANNEXURE-7

THROUGH COUNSEL

BHANWAR PAL SINGH JADON

STANDING COUNSEL FOR THE STATE OF U.P.
EMAIL-bhanwar09jadon@gmail.com

PHONE NO.-7838248353

Date: 22.04.2026
Place: NOIDA
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BEFORE NATIONAL GREEN TRIBUNAL
PRINCIPAL BENCH, NEW DELHI
ORIGINAL APPLICATION NO. 84/2026

SUYASH KUMAR MISHRA ...APPLICANT
VERSUS

UNION OF INDIA & ORS. ...RESPONDENT(S)

RESPONSE ON BEHALF OF RESPONDENT NO. 25 IN COMPLIANCE

WITH ORDER DATED 04.02.2026 BY THE HON’BLE TRIBUNAL

BACKGROUND OF THE MATTER

1. That, in the present Original Application, the applicant has raised grievances
regarding the rapid increase in incidents of forest fires across India, including
fires affecting ecologically fragile regions such as the Himalayan ecosystems
and the Western Ghats. It has been alleged that such forest fires result in
serious environmental degradation, loss of biodiversity, destruction of forest
carbon sinks, damage to soil and watershed systems, air pollution, and

increased climate vulnerability.

2. That, the matter was last listed for hearing on 04.02.2026, wherein the

Hon’ble Tribunal directed as follows:
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“...4. Issue notice to the respondents. Applicant is directed to serve the
respondents and file affidavit of service at least one week before the next

date of hearing.

5. List on 23.04.2026...”

REPLY IS AS FOLLOWS

3. That, the office of the Principal Chief Conservator of Forests, Uttar Pradesh,
vide letter no. 2030/6-E-2 (NGT) dated 11.02.2026, directed the concerned
officials to ensure timely compliance with the directions of the Hon’ble
Tribunal in their true letter and spirit and to intimate the PCCF regarding the
action taken in that regard.

A copy of the letter dated 11.02.2026 is annexed herewith and marked as

Annexure-1.

4. That, the Additional Principal Chief Conservator of Forests, Planning and
Agro Forestry, Lucknow, vide letter no. P-782/36-T-311-(Forest Fire) dated
08.04.2026, and the Chief Conservator of Forests, Prachar Prasar, vide letter
no. 701/26-10-2 dated 25.03.2026, informed the office of the Principal Chief
Conservator of Forests, Uttar Pradesh, regarding the action taken in
compliance with the directions of the Hon’ble Tribunal. It is further

submitted that, on the basis of the information received through the
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aforesaid letters, the office of the Principal Chief Conservator of Forests,
Uttar Pradesh & Head of Department, vide letter no. 2629/6E2-(NGT)
dated 17.04.2026, disseminated consolidated information regarding the
action taken in compliance with the directions of the Hon’ble Tribunal.
A copy of the letter dated 17.04.2026 is annexed herewith and marked as

Annexure-2.

5. That, vide letter dated 17.04.2026, mentioned in the para above, it has been
informed that after identification of forest areas which are susceptible to
forest fires throughout the State of Uttar Pradesh, Fire Risk Zonation
Maps have been prepared at divisional levels. It is most respectfully
submitted that for the ready reference of the Hon’ble Tribunal, the Fire Risk
Zonation Map pertaining to Baghpat Forest Division, Uttar Pradesh is being
placed on record.

A copy of the Fire Risk Zonation Map of Baghpat Forest Division is annexed

herewith and marked as Annexure-3.

6. That, it has further been informed vide letter dated 17.04.2026 that, on the
basis of the divisional level Fire Risk Zonation Maps, the Uttar Pradesh
Forest Fire Action Plan has been prepared at the State Level for effective

management, prevention and control of forest fires across the State.
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A copy of the Uttar Pradesh Forest Fire Action Plan is annexed herewith and

marked as Annexure-4.

7. That, it has further been informed that, in consonance with the Uttar Pradesh
Forest Fire Action Plan, the concerned Divisional Forest Officers have
been directed to organise awareness programmes, training programmes
and pre-fire season workshops from time to time in their respective forest
divisions for prevention and control of forest fires. It has also been
informed that, for instance, in this regard, since Dudhwa National Park,
Palia, Lakhimpur Kheri is a fire-prone forest area, the Chief Conservator
of Forests, Prachar Prasar, Uttar Pradesh, Lucknow, vide letter no. 899/26-
10-2 dated 18.02.2021, directed the Deputy Director, Dudhwa National Park,
Palia, Lakhimpur Kheri, to educate, train and make aware local villagers
regarding prevention of forest fires and to organise a workshop in
coordination with various departments, ensuring participation of forest
personnel, villagers residing near forest areas, forest-dependent persons and
other local residents.

A copy of the letter dated 18.02.2021 is annexed herewith and marked as

Annexure-5.
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8. That, the details of forest fire incidents and affected areas (in hectares) in the

State of Uttar Pradesh for the last six years, i.e., from 2021 to 2025, are as

mentioned in the table below:

Year Fire Incidents Affected Area (Ha)
2021 1,904 977.350
2022 2,890 1,241.052
2023 1,088 655.173
2024 1,550 569.948
2025 781 336.959
Total 8,213 3,780.482

A copy of the statement containing details of forest fire incidents and affected

areas is annexed herewith and marked as Annexure-6.

9. That, it has further been informed that, in terms of the Uttar Pradesh Forest

Fire Action Plan, Forest Fire Control Rooms have been established in all

forest divisions, circles and zones of the State. It has further been informed

that a Forest Fire Master Control Room has been established at the

headquarters, which monitors the functioning of such control rooms round the

clock. It has also been informed that 116 control rooms are presently

functional across the State on a 24-hour basis.
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That, the financial progress/expenditure report relating to purchase of fire-
fighting equipment, construction of water management structures, watch
towers and allied works under various schemes, including the Forest Fire
Prevention and Management Scheme (F.P.M.S.) for the years 2023-2024
(Rs. 40.14 lacs expenditure) and 2025-2026 (Rs. 90.76 lacs expenditure),
are being enclosed for the kind reference of the Hon’ble Tribunal.

A copy of the financial progress/expenditure report is annexed herewith and

marked as Annexure-7.

That, hence this response is respectfully submitted for kind perusal of this

Hon'ble Tribunal.

RESPONDENT

THROUGH COUNSEL

\ /
BHANWAR PAL SINGH JADON
STANDING COUNSEL FOR THE STATE OF U.P.

EMAIL-bhanwar09jadon@gmail.com
PHONE NO.-7838248353
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BEFORE NATIONAL GREEN TRlBUNAl/ns
PRINCIPAL BENCH, NEW DELHI /g,,xn(f' :

ORIGINAL APPLICATION NO. 84/2026\ }nowm
:il\,{ T

SUYASH KUMAR MISHRA APPLICAN T | ‘f |
VERSUS

UNION OF INDIA & ORS. ...RESPONDENT(S) |

I, Rajanikant Mittal, aged about 42 years, S/o Shri Ramesh Chand Gupta, posted

as Divisional Forest Officer, Gautam Budha Nagar, Uttar Pradesh do hereby

solemnly affirm and state as under:

1. That I, the Deponent in the above captioned matter, am fully conversant with |

the facts of the case and am competent and authorized to swear the present

reply.

2. That, I state that the contents of this affidavit have been drafted by my counsel

on my instructions, and the contents of the same are true to my knowledge and l
| !

nothing material has been concealed therefrom.

Roen
DEPONENT
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Fire Prone Forest Area of Uttar Pradesh

(Based on GIS analysis of archived forest fire points detected by MODIS in the last thirteen years) '
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Y EARWISE FOREST FIRE INCIDENTS AND AREA
AFFECTED IN UTTAR PRADESH
(AS PER REPORTS RECIVED FROM DIVISIONS)

YEAR | FIREINCIDENTS | AFFECTED AREA (In Ha) |
w0 jea 97735

2022 | 2890 1241.052 a

|

2023 1088 655.173

2024 1550 569.948 g

- 2025 781 1336.959
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ANNEXURE-7

Forest Fire Prevention & Management Scheme (F.P.M.S) 2023-24 7,
Work Item wise Physical & Financial Progress Report Against Amount Rs. 73.36 Laks-

Rs. In lakh
S. Items Unit Total
No. Quantity Total cost
1 |Creation of fire Line Km. 4 5
2 |Maintenance of existing Firelines-6 Mt. width Km.
3 |Controlled Burning Km. 264.17 5.41
4 | Creation Of Infrastructure Ha.
5 |Communication System Development Of Management Information System
b |Watch Towers Nos.
¢ |Forest Road Maintenance Nos.
d | Water Storage Structure Km.
e |Control Rooms at Division and Range Level Nos. 3.00 0.41
f |F.G. barracks and inspection huts Nos.
g |Procurement of fire - fighting equipments Nos.
h | Procurement of fire vehicles for transportation of resources Nos.
i | Soil and moisture conservation (SMC) work in high risk areas Nos.
i |Engagement of Fire Watcher Cum.
k |Awareness campaign Mandays 16783.00 31.46
1 | Fire Poster Nos.
m | Tri Folder- Brochure Nos.
n | (iii) Leaflets Nos.
10 | Pre-fire season workshops for coordination among line departments, elected Nos.
; bodies and NGOs
i 11 | Training and capacity building on fire fighting methods for Frontline Staff, Students, Nos.
i Youths and villagers communities.
12 | Monitoring and review (2% of the sanctioned amount shall be kept for this)
\ 13 |Short term research/survey on forest fire related issues. 3% of the sanctioned amount 0.86
| shall be earmarked for this purpose. 2.00
Total: 40.14
(Deepak Kumar)

Additional Principal Chief Conservator of Forests
Plan and Agro Forestry, U. P. Lucknow.
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’ Forest Fire Prevention & M:mngemcx,,e !yrmc (F.P.M.S) 2025-26
rogress {cport gainest Amount Rs. 96,69 Laks-

=1

Work Item wise Physiacal & Financial P
P Rs. In lakh
S. Items Unit [ Total
i ] [ Quantity [ " Total cost
L 2 [ 3 | 4 1 5 ]
1 |Creation of fire Line ] Km, I [ 7
2 _|Maintenance of existing Fivelines-6 Mt. width | Km. | 1060/ 23.32]
3 [Controlled Burning | Ha. |
4_|Creation Of Infrastructure ' —]
a_ |Communications System Dcvclopmcnt Of Management Information System ’ Nos. : j .
b_|Watch Towers . : | Nos. | 2.00] . 5.00]
c_|Forest Road Maintenance | Kkm ] 49.60] 4.50]
d_[Water Storage Structure | Nos. | 5.00] 2.50
e - |Control Rooms at Division and Range Level | Nos. | | |
[‘f |E.G. barracks and inspection huts | Nos. | 9.00] 2.50]
B lProcurement of fire - fighting equipments . | Nos. [ LS | 19.84|
[ 6 lProcuremenr of field vehiciles for transportation of resources ) , Nos. I [ : j
l 4} Soil and moisture consurvation (SMC) work in hmh risk areas ] f Cum. ’ N 1 ‘]
|8 [Engagement of Fire Watcher | Mandays [ 10000.00] - 23.70|
| 9 |Awareness campainien | Nos. | | ]
|| Poster | Nos. | 17000.00] 0.50]
| 1(ii) Folder / Brochure | Nos. | 42500.00] 0.50]
[ [(iii) Leaflets | Nos. | 127500.00| 0.50]
] 10 {Pre-fire season werkshops for coordination among line departments, elected bodies l Nos. - l 20.00I ' 2.5q
a"d NGOs .
ti I Training and capasity building on fire ﬁghtmg methods for Frontline Staﬁ" Students, ’ Nos. ’ 0.00 I 1.0Q ;
Youths and villages communities- a I :
[ 12 ] Monitoring and review (2% of the sanctioned amount shall be kept for this) I ’ , 1.76 ;
LIS {S"o" term research/survey on forest fire related issues. 3% of the sancnoned amount/ I ’ 2.64] i
shall be earmarked for this purpose. I j
L R Total:| | | 90.76]
' f
i
R 3
]
I.
!
T . (Deepak umar) . {
- - Additional Pnnc:pal Chlef Conservator of Forests ;
iﬂan and Agro Forestry U P Lucknow i
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